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to approve certain affections and actions consequent
upon them; or a natural sense of immediate excel-
lence in them, not referred to any other quality
perceivable by our other senses or by reasoning."
Nor is this judgment of approbation consequent
upon the feeling of pleasure the affection or action
produces in us. The action is not "judged good
because it gains to the agent the pleasure of self-
approbation, but it gains to Mm this pleasure be-
cause it was antecedently good, or had that quality
which, by the constitution of this sense, we must
approve."1 But, in attempting to make clear the but tins
nature of this judgment, Hutcheson seems to re-
turn, though not in so many words, to his earlier
position. To seek a basis for the judgment in reason
would have been to make the " moral sense " what
Kant afterwards made it, simply practical reason.
This, however, would have been a "inetaphysic
of ethics" inconsistent with Hutcheson's whole
position. He had always opposed the narrowly
intellectual view of morality in Clarke and Wollas-
ton, and he had no conception of the function of
reason which would admit of an interpretation of
the judgment of approbation by an appeal to a -
rational determination, depending upon an idea
conceived as inherent in the human constitution,
and to be realised in action. The judgment, there-
fore, is referred to a " taste or relish "2 for certain

1 System, i 53.                                         2 Ibid , i 59.